
Danny Folkman - Supplies List 

 

Paint: 

For paints, I use Winsor and Newton Designer’s Gouache. Holbein is also good. 

*The most important thing for paint is to only buy paints you are comfortable wasting 

A LOT of! 

If that means buying student grade paints for a while, that’s fine. 

 

Below is my entire palette. Please make sure you have these colors. 

 

-​ Permanent White 

-​ Ultramarine 

-​ Prussian Blue 

-​ Cobalt Turquoise Light 

-​ Alizarin Crimson 

-​ Perylene Maroon 

-​ Cadmium Red 

-​ Raw Sienna 

-​ Burnt Sienna 

-​ Lemon Yellow 

-​ Opera Pink 

-​ Winsor Green 

 

Notice black is not listed… 

I’m begging you, please don’t ever 

use black. 

 

…don’t even think about it. 

 

🙂 
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https://www.dickblick.com/products/winsor-newton-designers-gouache/?fromSearch=%2Fsearch%2F%3Fsearchword%3Dwinsor%20and%20newton%20gouache&_gl=1*1vufnrq*_up*MQ..*_ga*MTY1ODE2NTMwNi4xNzg0ODI4Nzc4*_ga_3E69VG1DPB*czE3ODQ4Mjg3NzckbzEkZzAkdDE3ODQ4Mjg3NzckajYwJGwwJGgw*_ga_RJHTE5306J*czE3ODQ4Mjg3NzckbzEkZzAkdDE3ODQ4Mjg3NzckajYwJGwwJGgw


 

Surface: 

If you’d consider yourself a beginner, no need to get anything fancy here. Any watercolor 

paper or sketchbook that is at least 140 lbs will do. I prefer hot pressed paper, but cold 

pressed is just fine. 

 

My favorite surface above all is Crescent illustration board.  

I’d recommend going to Blick and getting a large sheet (they sell them in 22x30”) and 

cutting it down to whatever sizes you prefer. They’re around $10-20 a piece. 

There are several different weight options, any will do for 6x8” panels and under. 

 

*For sizes, no bigger than 6x8 or 6x9”. Please bring at least 10 5x7’s. 

 

Brushes: 

Gouache works best with watercolor brushes. My favorite brand is Princeton Velvetouch 

watercolor brushes. They are red with white lettering. Here are the sizes I use: 

-​ ¾” flat *Must have! 

-​ 1” flat 

-​ ⅜” angular shader (chisel-tip) 

-​ 1” oval mop (*Not essential, but good to have for underpainting washes) 

 

You don’t have to get Princeton velvetouch, but whatever brand you get, please have a 

¾” flat. 

 

Palette: 

For a palette, I use an old pencil tin. 

This is also entirely up to your preference. You could use grey palette paper, a sealable 

palette box, a piece of grey plastic or glass. Basically as long as it's smooth and toned 

(not white), it’s fair game. 

*Using a toned palette surface will allow you to mix more accurate values. It's very 

hard to mix accurate lights on a white surface. 

 

Easel: 

Since we’ll be painting plein air, you will need an easel. There are two main points I’d 

like you to consider when buying an easel: 

1.)​ Portability - the easel should be light, small and easy to setup and travel with, 

2.)​Tray or work area - please make sure your easel has some sort of tray or 

workspace under your canvas for you to keep your palette, towels, water, brushes, 

etc. Everything should be within arms reach when painting plein air! 

 

I’ve linked a few nice, reasonably priced easels below that meet these requirements. 
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https://www.dickblick.com/search/?q=crescent%20illustration%20board
https://www.dickblick.com/products/princeton-velvetouch-synthetic-brushes/
https://www.dickblick.com/products/princeton-velvetouch-synthetic-brushes/


 

Ireer Portable Easel with tray - $59, Amazon 
Blick French Easel by Julian - $121, Blick *comes with travel bag! 

Soho Scout Pochade Box with Tripod - $137, Jerry’s Artarama 

 

*Side note - Clamps: 

You may want to get yourself a few spring clamps. They are not required, but they will 

always come in handy when painting outdoors. I use them to secure my palette in the 

wind, or to clamp a towel to the side of the easel. 

Something like these. 

Again, not necessary, but it doesn’t hurt to have them. 

 

Miscellaneous: 

1.) Small spray bottle. You’ll need this to keep your paints from drying on your palette. 

Blick sells several variations. 

 

2.) Towel, old t-shirt, or paint rags to clean and dry your brushes. 

 

3.) 2* small water containers. One will be dirty, the other clean. You don’t have to 

change your water as often this way. I use two small glass jars from Blick. 

 

4.) Artist tape. ¼” or ½” will do. I use this to secure my paper to a board while I paint, 

or to tape off the edges for a clean white edge. 

 

5.) Small sketchbook, pencil & eraser. I always do a few thumbnail sketches to 

determine my composition before I draw anything on my canvas. 

 

6.) Folder, or something to store your paper. Gouache dries almost immediately, so I 

just use a school folder to store my paintings and my spare paper when I’m finished. 

 

Optional: 

Rechargeable reading clamp lamp. I mainly use these for painting nocturnes plein air, 

but depending on the lighting in the room, you may like to have one directly on your 

canvas and palette for good light. 

Here is a link to a great light on Amazon, only $20. 

 

 

On the next page is a photo of everything in my kit, minus my painting surface itself. 

It's worth mentioning that my setup does not change whether I’m painting in the studio 

or plein air. Everything you see in the photo is used at home and on-location. 
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https://www.amazon.com/Ireer-Watercolor-Portable-Adjustable-Lightweight/dp/B0CCVHXBB7/ref=sr_1_35?dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.HAQxtn_mGTkzt-KWkELdjRIb6P59b3NwxvH3vKEGdMu818DjmwDmID7j0JYHzDloe6V6ryHifFx8lhh-TMTHKp0MsNAzGI8-tGi2deKgXkdObxrhls8-PynPaOYDOrn6JNAgHLj3cT14MDqV5cTg1lEa7ER8UDigQbfnw82gzmh23pTMt-6maSnTk3kdkPjhqmaf7LEQZWXG0NbvSaBPk-1gMmESDkNxzRjFdleGNcixyCuiL4AcC4xD_ZVm6jib4-eWGdTYgvqFbCBf0zyaWiHBLj99n1oEw3GXtnY0ELg.ky1OWDrVkSAEV_X137EIbFHHGvw72NKVbGXqZgtDf_U&dib_tag=se&hvadid=777886936299&hvdev=c&hvexpln=67&hvlocphy=9030971&hvnetw=g&hvocijid=18186899867981324429--&hvqmt=e&hvrand=18186899867981324429&hvtargid=kwd-1103954767834&hydadcr=29567_14955354&keywords=portable+travel+easel&mcid=31a68cba6f3536d29b59cd69dac02e64&qid=1784827542&sr=8-35
https://www.dickblick.com/products/blick-noir-french-easel-by-jullian/
https://www.jerrysartarama.com/soho-scout-pochade-box-apex-tripod-set?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=23248072947&gbraid=0AAAAAD_sa4YqUNROlOflkkdqbwUpOkjQ9&gclid=Cj0KCQjw94bTBhDQARIsAN3vv0zEDlshtcuRTMZBgecH-IZx411B-txPk4mIWE3tpPeVOm8LQUher-MaAkxYEALw_wcB
https://www.amazon.com/HORUSDY-6-Piece-Spring-Clamps-opening/dp/B08FHDQJ6W/ref=sr_1_5?crid=143X6B3RPJRE3&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.jwrDrtK_U7U14N4dIWtO0EmS1up3TSOoxG-crwSqSHr_gTQMFEYhlI6LRHD2lxv88fS40qMXzcbXHSoTCMwtiFTkMPDHDcSjZwxlP1uD0sJjvxO2RYfRsbiXLrm_7NxwPaXSJj3vpC9zK6AVqyG9NOsUiL6NJEbdMyN-_I_v24ZygWe0wRtVY6RA1PyEG6JtryldWo75EcvxCDUf34DkpJGwAgU-IXQ7LF0jykh8ysY_QJ9xcLeDDA_vM9s5Lp19JWiUX8Ri1nAahul-0vweLsabgjgvC4pcXY7BX5pl7bI.pdGVfuo1jP5bDIqbcV_pn_W7WU-h3YGNUwlIGR-uw84&dib_tag=se&keywords=hand%2Bclamp&qid=1784828336&sprefix=hand%2Bclam%2Caps%2C298&sr=8-5&th=1
https://www.dickblick.com/categories/painting/tools/spray-bottles/
https://www.dickblick.com/products/glass-jars-caps/?fromSearch=%2Fsearch%2F%3Fsearchword%3Dglass%20jars&_gl=1*74en42*_up*MQ..*_ga*MjA3Nzg0NDQ2Ni4xNzg0ODI5Mjg4*_ga_3E69VG1DPB*czE3ODQ4MjkyODckbzEkZzAkdDE3ODQ4MjkyODckajYwJGwwJGgw*_ga_RJHTE5306J*czE3ODQ4MjkyODckbzEkZzAkdDE3ODQ4MjkyODckajYwJGwwJGgw
https://www.amazon.com/ReinHoo-Brightness-Rechargeable-Operated-Headboard/dp/B0FDGLPDP5/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?crid=1T03ILIIWVOHC&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.SVH3F9WThg0tVScfpy7pgzpg-4s5TnOOCcnRKadTVi8v0L3jTzgeKwKIad2fLjIivoOUXm3S2yfa8gnqXz8K0mT0hpJ84H0mnf9AqoLWYUP3qXCloyJdAaAPnrMsgGw3vptqMY5grWKAVKEchF7IlnK5QEj_D91y8H_Clyy53Qpqi7KpV-nWHgTNCENGCbul0E7Rva4g6i-QPB8eS9jMxHbCQBP15TDpvpDPcTcVLV8tak4iiNqqrtOe64Wy1mztTRVSjnAylBt3af1mXcrgzD3VZ5jI560AYECCUyeueVY.vDHl0LpV3vr3Rd21TAIpKVH2F9kId0dLTc89KsrxJVg&dib_tag=se&keywords=rechargeable%2Breading%2Bclamp%2Blamp&qid=1779572882&sprefix=rechargeable%2Breading%2Bclamp%2Blamp%2Caps%2C211&sr=8-1-spons&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9hdGY&th=1


If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to reach out to me! 

danny@dannyfolkman.com 
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